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To my father,

who diverted my course of study . from
Mathematics to Hadith, but did not live
long enough to share the joy of the first
fruit. '
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FOREWORD

Pembroke College,
- Cambridge.
16 Febrmary 1967.

No doubt the most important field of
research, relative to the study of Hadith,
is the discovery, verification, and
evaluation of the smaller collections of
Traditions antedating the six canonical
collections of al=-Bukhari, Muslim and the
restes In this field Dr Azmi has done
pioneer work of the highest value, and he
has done it according to the exact standards
of scholarship. The thesis which he
presented, and for which Cambridge conferred
on him the degree of Ph.D., is in my opinion
one of the most exciting and original
investigations in this field of modern times.

g ntes

Professor A.J.Arberry
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Part Two, Arabic Section (the edited texts and commentary)

INTRODUCTION

Hadith literature is the richest source for the investigation of
early Islamic History. It provides material for an understanding of
the legal, cultural and religious ideas of those early centuries.

Hadith is also the repository of the Sunnah of the Prophet,
which is the second principal source of Islamic legislation.

Western scholars have.devoted much more time to Islamic lit-
erature, history and other subjects than to Hadith. The first and
the last significant attempt was made by Ignas Goldziher. He pub--
lished the result of his research, Muhammedanische Studien, in
1890. Since then it has been the fundamental source for the study
of Hadith in the West. After the lapse of three-quarters of a cen-
tury, Professor Schacht tried to investigate the legal ahadith. Apart
from this there are some articles and a few books which have dealt
with the subject in passing. There is only one book in English
relating to the subject: The Traditions of Islam by A. Guillaume,
which contains no original idea and draws mostly on Goldziher’s
work. Since the publication of the work of Goldziher, many valu-
able manuscripts of the first and second century of the Hijrah have
been discovered and some of them have been published. Quite
obviously, many theories and conclusions of Goldziher now need
to be changed or modified. Had he been aware of these docu-
ments, he would, most probably, have formed some other theories.

Apart from his translation of Mishkat, Professor Robson con-
tributed several valuable articles in this field. He was able to mod-
ify some traditional ideas of Western scholars but he himself was
influenced by Professor Schacht’s recent works, in particular The
Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence. Had it not been so, he
might have been able to contribute much more.

Professor Schacht’s way of thinking concurs with that of
Margoliouth and Goldziher and carries their theories still further,
without paying any attention to recent discoveries of manuscripts
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or research. In this connection I would like to borrow the expres-
_sion of Professor Gibb. He writes in the Preface to Mohammedan-
ism, describing the need- for a new work on Mohammadanism
instead of a revised edition of the original work of Professor D. S.
Margoliouth, “Between one generation and the next, the bases
of judgment necessarily suffer some change. They are modified
firstly in the material or scientific sense, by the discovery of new
facts and the increase of understanding which result from the
broadening and deepening of research. If this were all, it might well
be met by minor additions or alterations in the text. More impor-
tant, however, is the change in the spiritual and imaginative sense.
Every work of this kind reflects not only the factual knowledge but
also the intellectual and emotional limitations of its period, even
when every effort is made to eliminate prejudgments and prejudice.
No generation in our changing world sees the problems of life,
‘society, or belief in terms of the thought or values of the previous
‘generation; and the gulf which separates the outlook of 1911 from
the outlook of 1946 is one which has rarely been equalled in so
short a space of human history’’. Since the writing of this preface
another twenty years have elapsed, yet Professor Schacht still
~ thinks in terms of Goldziher and Maroliouth.

‘Most Western scholars have praised Professor Schacht’s works
and have paid very high tribute to him. But much attention does
not seem to have been paid to the method of Schacht’s research, or
to checking his conclusions and relevant references. The conclusions
of the present study are in marked contrast to his. So, inevitably

I have had to check and investigate his results. It is not my intention

to study his work critically and in detail, nor have I sufficient time
* to do this. But it seems that a thorough study would reveal weak-
nesses in his work.

My work, as it stands, consists of two parts. The first part
comprises eight chapters and five appendices.

First, there is a brief survey of the literary activities in Pre-
and Early Islamic Arabia. Then follows a discussion of whether or
not the recording of the ahadith was permitted by the Prophet.
Later on a comprehensive survey of the pre-classical Hadith litera-
ture is attempted.

INTRODUCTION xix

The third chapter, covering some one hundred and fifty pages,
provides information about the thousands of books circulating
among scholars in the pre-classical period. It retords also the com-
mon practice of utilizing written documents. This proliferation of
books raised the number of ahadith from a few thousand to three-
quarters of a million. Muhaddithin had their own terminology,
such as ‘Haddathana, ‘Akhbarana, ahadith Maudt‘ah, etc. as well
as their own method of numbering Hadith which has not been
fully understood by recent scholars of the east and west, conse-
quently it has given rise to considerable confusion.

In this context the method of education in early Muhaddithuin
circles, their ways of handling the documents and the criteria for
it was not sufficient for a document to be genuine in its material;
was not sufficient for a document to be genuine in its material;
it must also be obtained through the proper method. This is clear
from Appendix III the Nuskhah of Zubair bin ‘Adi. This booklet
is classified as Nuskhah Maudi‘ah, yet about one quarter of its
contents are to be found in the Sahih works of Bukhari and Mus-
lim, and a good many in other classical collections.

In Chapter V, the writing materials and the problems of
authorship and other related-subjects are discussed.

Chapter Six and Seven are based to a great extent on the

conclusions of the second part of my work.

The sixth Chapter deals- with isnad, its beginning and its
authenticity. The seventh Chapter deals with the authenticity of -
Hadith.

In Appendix No. 1, I have tried to explain the meaning of
the ‘terms Akhbarana, Haddathana, etc. The evidence collected
there makes it clear that these terms were used as a means of trans-
mitting ahadith from one man to another, either in the form of
books, or by dictation or reading from a written work, or by reci-
tation. Oral transmission of Hadith and aural receiving is only one
of several methods. =

There were about a dozen manuscripts at my disposal whose
authors belong to the early half of the second century, the editing
of which would have presented no major difficulties. Later, it was
found necessary to confine the work to one and to study it exhaus-
tively in order to achieve some concrete results. I chose the smallest
one which is derived from Abtu Hurairah, who has been unjustly
criticised by some modern scholars. A search was made for these
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